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private army, had no particular ground for protest. So long as
the Allies could not prove that a trick was being played on them
such, multis mutatis mutandis^ as had been played on Napoleon
by the ancestor of the ministry, few people could see that any
particular harm was being done. A purist might have said that a
failure to honour one's signature disgraced the nation,, but a
patriot rarely, and a defeated patriot never, is a purist. After
all, it was the Allies' business.
A purist would, of course,, have cashiered Schleicher, but in the
absence of purists he had little German interference to fear. But
what he did fear by 1930 was the dwindling numbers of his
irregulars and the steady accession of likely recruits to the National
Socialists and therefore away from his sphere of influence. That
potential soldiers of the Reich should be used as a private army
shocked his ideas of what was fitting, and he did his best in his
tedious, intriguing way not to abolish the Storm Troops, but to
get control of them, only to come up against a blank and un-
negotiable wall. Although it had been a handful of civil police-
men who had scattered the Hitlerites on that second but no
less disgraceful Ninth of November, Hitler knew perfectly well
that the real cause of his defeat was the Reichswehr—Seeckt,
Schleicher, Lossow, and the honourable, stupid soldiers who had
refused to march at his bidding. Deep within his heart he nursed
a deadly grievance; he hated the very idea of the Reichswehr,
a hate that is at the bottom of his demand, made in the days of
irresponsibility and maintained till only the Reichswehr could
save him, for the dissolution of the professional army, and par-
ticularly did he hate its actual leaders.* 'With several of the
National Socialist heroes, notably Roehm and Goering, Schleicher
had succeeded in establishing friendly relations though there was
no particular love lost on either side, and he had agents among the
ex-Freikorps men, but that was not enough to bridge the gap.
Hitler did not merely refuse to put a single one of his mercenaries
under the Defence Ministry; he would have none at all of
Schleicher's patronage. It was his army and so Germany's, while
* He is a good hater; not till 1934 had he a chance to murder Schleicher; when
the chance came it was taken, Kahr (v. p. 157) paid the penalty too on June 30.

